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cannot permit Allied diplomatic or military agents to
interfere in the internal affairs of our country and attempt
to incite civil war ".*

The full force of the propaganda machinery of the
Smolny Institute was used to combat the effort of the
General Staff. The troops were exhorted: " Do not obey
Dukhonin I Pay no attention to his provocations ! Watch
him and his group of counter-revolutionaries carefully."
They were told that around the Stavka at Moghilev was
gathering a group of Kerenskyists who " obey the orders
of the French, English, and American financiers ". Above
all, the General Staff were " responsible for the offensive
of July 1st and the prolongation of the war ".2

It was this final argument which influenced most
strongly a discouraged, disorganized, and defeated army.
In any event, the effect was swift and terrible. On December
2, the garrison at Moghilev mutinied and arrested Dukhonin
and his staff, imprisoning them in their own special train.

Next day Krylenko arrived with a reinforcement of
Bolshevik sailors. The mutinous soldiery, intoxicated with
revolutionary propaganda, first demanded Dukhonin's
epaulettes, and having secured these, through the media-
tion of Krylenko, dispersed for a while. But in half an hour
they were back again, this time intent upon murder.
Krylenko made a half-hearted attempt to block the
entrance to the railway-coach but was swept aside. The
General was dragged out, surrounded by the mob, and
beaten. He fell on his face on the platform, but the beating
went on. Finally one of the sailors fired two shots into his
body. The crowd cheered.3

1 Reed, p. 260.                                   2 Z6wZ. p. 261.

3 See Krylenko's Report in Novaya Zhizn, December 13, 1917, and
also an eyewitness* account published in Russkoe Skvo, December 6,
1917; Reed, p. 261; Bunyan and Fisher, pp. 267-268; and Ariadna
Tyrkova-Williams, From Liberty to Brest-Utovsk (London, 1919), pp.
311-312. Despite the fact that John Reed refers to Dukhonin as the "old
General", he was only 41 at the time of his murder. Dr. Masaryk, who